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Screening of autistic—like traits and redrawing the boundaries of spectrum concept: a literature review
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Abstract

Purpose: Based on research in Japan and overseas, to elucidate the conditions of the autistic—like traits screening in children and
imply the hints of the early screening method development in Japan.

Methods: Searched PubMed and the Japan Medical Abstracts Society (2008-Oct., 2017)using “autistic-like traits”, “autistic
traits”, “children”, “screening” as keywords for papers describing screening scale or questionnaire.

Results: The search found 14 documents in total, 13 from overseas and 1 from Japan. Autistic—like traits share the symptoms of
social difficulties and communication problems with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). However, they were observed among normal
population and the severity was under clinical threshold. Participants overseas were derived from the mega—size cohort sample. The
screening tools were mainly the Autism—Spectrum Quotient (AQ), the Childhood Autism Spectrum Test (CAST)and so on. The
Autism Observation Scale for Infants (AOSI) and the Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL) were also employed for early
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screening. These tools assessed the severity of the autistic—like symptoms based on the quantity of the score.

Children with autistic—like traits were not diagnosed in spite of the likelihood of multiple complications of cognitive,

motor, social, and mental states. Moreover, their difficulties were possibly overlooked and therefore their

maladjustment was anticipated.

Discussion: Future study is necessary to grasp child population with autistic—like traits through nation—wide sample and

to examine the early screening tool applying to infant health checkups.
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