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Abstract

ROBOT-ASSISTED SURGERY FOR GASTRIC CANCER
— FROM THE FIRST TO THE TWENTIETH CASE

Yasushi RiNvo, Takanobu Y AamaDpa, Toru Aoyama, Masakatsu NUMATA, Yukio MAEZAWA,
Kentaro Hara, Keisuke Koumori, Sho Sawazaki, Shinya AmaNo, Hiroshi TAMAGAWA,
Tsutomu Saro, Norio YUKAWA, Munetaka MASUDA

Department of Surgery, Yokohama City University

<Introduction> Robot-assisted gastrectomy (RG) was started at our department in July 2015. The short-term
outcomes of robot-assisted gastrectomy in our department are reported.

<Subjects> A total of 20 patients who underwent RG using the Da Vinci Si between July 2015 and March 2018 in
our department were evaluated. RG was used for patients with T1-2NOMO gastric cancer who had no indications for
endoscopic treatment and no other cancer or severe comorbidity. Of the 20 patients, 15 were male and 5 were female.
The median age was 67 (range: 42-82) years. Fifteen patients underwent distal gastrectomy, and five underwent total
gastrectomy.

<Results> Operation time and blood loss did not tend to decrease according to the number of cases performed. The
median postoperative hospital stay was 7 (range: 6-32) days. Postoperative complications (an abdominal abscess and
a port site hernia) that were Grade III or greater according to the Clavien-Dindo classification occurred in 2 cases.
<Discussion> RG is expected to reduce postoperative complications because of the less invasive technique and to
shorten the postoperative hospital stay. The postoperative hospital stay was shorter in our department than in past
reports. This could reduce the disadvantages of RG in terms of surgical costs. On the other hand, postoperative
complications occurred in 2 of 20 cases. The causes of the complications were investigated in each case, and
measures to enhance safety were taken. We would like to improve the surgical outcomes of RG by performing more

cases.

532



