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Abstract

ANALYSIS OF A LONG-TERM HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION
IN KANAGAWA PREFECTURE USING STANDARDIZED CLAIM RATIO

Shigeyuki Masuzawa, Shinya MATsuDA
Department of Preventive Medicine and Community Health,

School of Medicine, University of Occupational and Environmental Health, Fukuoka, Japan

In order to investigate whether the regional long-term medical care delivery system can sufficiently meet the
demands for medical care in the region, cluster analysis was performed using the standardized claim ratio (SCR) for
home care and hospital admissions. The analysis showed considerable regional differences in the service delivery
system between medical care for long-term care beds and home care. Divided into 2 clusters, there were 32
municipalities with a median home care SCR of < 100 and 26 municipalities with > 100. Divided into 5 clusters, the
median value for home care fees excluding home nursing care and the median SCR of follow-up examinations
showed a graded difference between the upper and lower values and a significant difference between the regions of
each cluster. There were differences between all regional areas in their ability to meet demand for medical services.
Yokohama City and northern Kawasaki City had enhanced the service provision system for long-term medical care
mainly for residential areas, but southern Yokohama City and eastern Kawasaki City may not be capable of
responding to the demand for long-term care services. Going forward, municipalities that have shortages of care
services in outpatient clinics bed care and few home visit services need to increase the efficiency of home visit
services and enhance home nursing services. In municipalities where home visit services are somewhat satisfactory,
itis necessary to further improve clinics” home care services and provide support to remote hospitals. In municipalities
where long-term care bed services are somewhat satisfactory but home visit services are insufficient, long-term care
beds and enhanced home visit services should be used to support a comprehensive regional care system, and
residences and homes need to take on some of the roles of clinics. Therefore, in this paper, we examined the long-
term care service provision system using statistical methods. It should be mentioned that there are limits to the data

collected so far and further examination is required.



