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A CASE OF CLAVICLE OSTEOMYELITIS AFTER RECONSTRUCTION
BY DELTOPECTORAL FLAP IN HEAD AND NECK SURGERY

Miho Sumoki!’ , Shintaro KaciMoro!’ , Nanae Maepa '’ , Yuichiro Yasukr!’ ,
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We report clavicle osteomyelitis after reconstruction with a deltopectoral flap for buccal skin defect in a 65-year-

old male with left buccal mucosa carcinoma (T4bN3MO0). Before the operation, he underwent chemoradiotherapy

with hyperthermia treatment. Six days after surgery, he was transferred to the intensive care unit for severe pneumonia

and bacterial shock due to Serratia marcescens. Six weeks after surgery, he developed skin redness, swelling and

discharge from a fistula on his left clavicle. He was diagnosed with clavicle osteomyelitis caused by Serratia

marcescens by pathological and culture examinations. Following surgical debridement, intravenous antibiotics were

given for osteomyelitis. Eleven weeks after the first surgery, primary wound closure was successful.

Clavicular osteomyelitis is a very rare complication of major head and neck surgery that lowers the quality of life

because of pain and intractable skin ulcers. This complication should be noted as a serious adverse reaction during

head and neck surgery.
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