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Abstract

FOREIGN BODY INGESTION AMONG CHILDREN:
A 10-YEAR HOSPITAL-BASED RETROSPECTIVE ANALYSIS

Mana Konara, Hiroyuki SHIRO

Department of Pediatrics, Children's Center, Yokohama Rosai Hospital

Foreign body ingestion in children is a common occurrence and can be observed at any age. Although there are
many cases reported in the literature, few are available from primary or secondary medical institutions. In this study,
we retrospectively evaluated pediatric patients under the age of 15 who presented at Yokohama Rosai Hospital
between January 2008 and July 2017 with complaints of foreign body ingestion. A total of 858 patients were included
in this study, of whom 463 (54%) were male. The median age of patients with intellectual disability was significantly
higher than that of those without (54 months versus 17 months, p< 0.0001). Medication was the most commonly
ingested foreign body (18%) while the prevalence of tobacco ingestion was relatively low (2%) in our hospital.
Imaging was used to identify foreign objects in 84 cases (10%), of which 20 required extraction. Among the cases of
medication and household detergent ingestion (253 cases), gastric lavage and activated carbon administration were
carried out for 13 (5%). Although most cases were not critical, some cases were suspected to be the result of
maltreatment, and we notified the Child Guidance Center in 4 cases (0.5%). Other cases were suspected to be
comorbid with intellectual disability. Thus, we recommend more careful medical management when we practice

foreign body ingestion among children.

SS: An unusual case of impacted esophageal foreign



