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Medicing, today Tomorrow, Medicine

Disease-centered to Humanity-centered
Closed & Isolated to Connected & Shared
Inter-disciplinary to Integral-disciplinary
Physician-led to Community-assisted
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Abstract

MEDICINE BEYOND, TOWARDS HUMANITY

Takanori TAKEBE
Communication Design Center, Advanced Medical Research Center, Yokohama City University

Modern medicine is defined as the science and practice of the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of disease. Due
its therapeutic innovation co-driven by academia and industry, we now obtain disease-control over life threatening
conditions, leading to dramatic population aging with extended life expectancy of human. In parallel, the recent,
rapid, drastic waves of industrial innovations in multiple areas such as IT, smartphones and mobility technologies not
merely impact behavioral and cultural norms tightly linked to chronic diseased conditions, but also open up a new
accessible channel to people even from a healthcare point of view. However, currently available medical methodology
and discipline are completely disconnected to such innovations, ushering us to re-consider the role and responsibility
of Medicine. With a great respect and fear for traditional medicine, we herein propose the possible framework of
next-generation Medicine as “Neo-Medicine”. We hypothesize Neo-Medicine is endowed with the design and
creative capacity for the enrichment of “humanity”. To test this hypothetical theory, we here established a state-of-art
center called, YCU-Communication Design Center (YCU-CDC). YCU-CDC is comprised of variable functional
domains: the School, Lab, Hub and Firm. Through these efforts, we aim to accelerate the transformation of medical
practice by implementing four main goals: imagine, inspire, involve and install with a major goal to empower the

community’s capacity to help people’s well-being by humanity design.



