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Abstract

SURGICAL TREATMENT FOR BASEDOW DISEASE WITH A GIANT GOITER
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Basedow disease with a giant goiter is rare, and surgical treatment is the only option because it is refractory to

treatment with antithyroid drugs and radioiodine therapy. Surgery for Basedow disease with a giant goiter (total

weight of approximately 200 g or more) is difficult due to massive bleeding. Surgery was attempted in 11 cases

(10 women aged 23 to 75 years (average age 48 years) and 1 man, 47 years old) . The surgical techniques used

were subtotal thyroidectomy in 6 patients, the Dunhill method in 4, and total thyroidectomy in 1. The weight of the
removed goiter was from 190 to 720 (mean 348) g, blood loss was from 150 to 1,400 (mean 731) ml, and

operation time ranged from 77 to 210 (mean 141) minutes. Postoperative complications were tetany in 2 patients

and airway stenosis in 1. Postoperative thyroid function was normal in 4 patients (34%) , hypothyroid in 6, and

recurrence in 1. Surgical treatment of this disease is highly difficult because of the large amount of blood loss,

averaging 731 ml. Considering techniques to reduce the difficulty of this surgery, complications, and postoperative

thyroid function, a total thyroidectomy is considered the best surgical approach for this disease.
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