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Abstract

THREE CASES OF HEAD AND NECK ABSCESSES AND IDENTIFICATION OF M1uk STRAIN GROUP
A STREPTOCOCCUS DURING AN OUTBREAK OF DEEP ABSCESSES

Naho KONNO, Takashi TOSAKA, Yuji HIRAI,
Kento KAWAKAMI, Tku ITONAGA, Hiroki SUGIYAMA,
Saori DEKI, Takashi NISHIZAWA

Department of Pediatrics, Yokohama Minami Kyousai Hospital

We report three cases of abscesses in the head and neck caused by Group A Streptococcus (GAS) in early 2024,
with identification of the highly pathogenic M1ux strain in one case. All patients were previously healthy children
aged 7-11 years who presented with fever and local swelling due to the lesion. Contrast-enhanced CT scans revealed
abscess formation in all cases. Antibiotic treatment with ampicillin/sulbactam (ABPC/SBT) was effective, with only
one case requiring needle aspiration. All cases recovered without severe complications. The M1ux strain, recognized
as an emerging GAS clone, has been increasingly reported in Japan. Our experience suggests a possible association

between the increase in pediatric cases of abscesses in the head and neck and the M1uk strain.



