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Abstract

AWAITING SOLUTIONS FOR EXAMINATION OF DEMENTED ELDERLY PATIENTS
IN GENERAL HOSPITALS

Toshinari ODAWARA

Health Management Center, Yokohama City University

Due to the growing elderly population in Japan, the number of demented elderly individuals who visit hospitals is
increasing. Treatments for the demented elderly require comprehensive support through the provision of healthcare
and welfare services, because elderly individuals may have not only physical problems but also psychosocial
problems. A comprehensive strategy to facilitate measures to deal with dementia, the so-called "new orange plan",
was formed with an aim to achieve age- and dementia-friendly communities. This paper comments on the awaiting
of solutions for the examination of demented elderly individuals in general hospitals from psychiatric perspectives,
as follows:

I. Current trends of examination for demented elderly individuals in general hospitals

1) outpatient clinic, 2) hospital care, 3) emergency care, 4) consultation
II. Future issues of hospital care for demented elderly individuals in general hospitals
1) palliative care, 2) elder abuse, 3) care for behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia, and physical

complications, 4) care for delirium, 5) medical education
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